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Dear friends, 
 
We greet you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, in the Power of the Holy Spirit and 
love of God the Father. 
 
While we have moved to Alert Level 3 of the Lockdown, there are still many challenges 
which people are experiencing through the COVID-19 Pandemic. As Jesus goes before 
us He says, “ Don’t let your heart be troubled Trust in God and Trust also in me.”  
(John 14:1 NIV) 
 
We hope that you find comfort in this and know that we are here for you and if there are 
any prayer needs of any kind – happy, glad, sad or mad, do not hesitate to contact us.  
 
Our letter aims to ensure we keep all our parishioners and friends updated as much as 
we can.   If you have any thoughts or ideas to share, please send these to us via the 
Admin Office. One of the realities of my position as Rector is that, with a few exceptions, 
I get very little feedback from the parish family as to how effective, or otherwise, our 
channels of communications are during this time. Please help us to look at where we 
can improve, so that our methods of communication can be as effective as possible. 
 
 

Continued Closure of the Church buildings in Table View Archdeaconry 
 

The matter of reopening places of worship has been before us since the 
announcements made  by the State President. The date on which places of worship 
were permitted to open was Monday 1 June 2020. 
 
The Archdeacon and Rectors of the Archdeaconry of Table View have discussed this 
matter in detail – the protocols and regulations published, by Minister Nkosazana 
Dlamini-Zuma, that have to be put in place for the reopening of churches. This 
document is attached for your further information. 
 
For a number of reasons (these can be seen in the attached document) the clergy are 
recommending that church buildings remain closed for the time being. This will be 
assessed next week, after the anticipated revised regulations have been issued by the 
Government (refer the ruling of the Pretoria High Court, in this regard). It may well be 
that among other factors, due to the high risk factor of Corona virus contraction here in 
the Western Cape, church buildings in our area will remain closed until the end of July. 
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We will of course keep you as our parish family fully informed in this ongoing process of 
discernment and conversation. 
 
Revd Chris Ahrends has written a very thought provoking article entitled, “In search of 
the ‘New Normal’ Church”, a copy of which is attached to our letter. 
 
 

Worship during Lockdown 
 

As you will see from the attached Proposal in regard to seeing the church buildings 
closed in the Archdeaconry,  all our parishes have been working hard to enable 
effective online media in order to communicate and in which to share worship. I am 
continuing with the Sunday services, which Sean kindly edits together for your 
enjoyment, Sunday by Sunday via the Website through the links that he posts. I am also 
recording the sermons of the daily Eucharist, as well as a new series of reflective talks, 
entitled, “Living with Paradox”. 
 
We continue to look at new and fresh ways of ensuring that we reach as many of our 
parish family as possible – we are aware that the access different families have to the 
internet and thus ability to stream, or see things which are posted, varies quite a bit. I 
am putting a short questionnaire together which I hope you will fill in – it will be an online 
questionnaire, short and thus I hope will be completed by as many of our folk as 
possible. 
 
 

Financial Support for ministry through St Michael’s 
 

We wish to express heartfelt appreciation to all who support ministry at St Michael’s via 
tithing, pledges and other forms of support. In the ongoing absence of services at the 
church, for those who prefer not to make use of EFT and online banking, the parish 
office is now open on weekdays from: 09h00-13h00, should this make it easier to get 
your contributions to the church. 
 
Exco and Parish Council continue to assess parish expenses and are implementing 
ongoing initiatives to curtail expenditure, wherever possible. As mentioned previously, 
we are committed, as far as possible, to retaining our two employees, that being Taynà 
and Blessed and give thanks to God for their dedication and great contribution to the 
efficient functioning of our parish. 
 
The 2 organisations which let out premises and from which we normally derive monthly 
rental income, are still closed. However we are hoping that permission will soon be 
given for their activities to resume. 
 
 

Food parcel support for families 
  
We continue to be aware of families and households that have been impacted by 
COVID-19. We keep them in our prayers and have asked that either June Johansen or I 
be advised please, if there are families in need of food parcels through the Barnabas 
Basket. Many thanks to those who have contributed towards this ministry via donations 
paid into the parish account (reference Barnabas). If others can help this will be 
sincerely appreciated.  The Admin Office is open Monday to Friday 9am – 1pm for 
those who choose to drop off groceries. 
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Stay warm and have a blessed month ahead. 
 
In Christ’s wonderful Name, 
 
Revd David Mills : Rector 
James Bailey  : Churchwarden 
Michelle Marlin : Churchwarden 
 
On behalf of the St Michael’s Parish Council: 12 June 2020 


